"Patterns are really more
important than dates..."
Dr Norman Geisler, Christian theologian and author of The
Handbook of the Biblical Archaeology had to say after looking
into the research — "Patterns are really more important than dates
because dates kind of fluctuate and the argument about dates is
still going. So finding patterns, especially patterns that have more
than one event in them is a very important thing and I think the
pattern here fits perfectly into the time period which the Old
Testament gives for that event. So, to find a series of patterns that
fits the Exodus is crucial to ultimately dating the Exodus".

How did this date problem start?
In the beginning of this quest I set out to see if a pattern of
evidence matching the Bible could be found no matter where it
existed. Now a strong pattern has been discovered, and from what
I know, it is the only complete pattern there is. It's not fragmented,
but whole.

"The six steps of the
biblical sequence shifted
200 years back from
the time of Ramesses to
align with 1450 BC, the
new biblical date for the
Exodus".
The problem is that this pattern is discounted by most scholars
because of their commitment to Egypt's conventional timeline.
Perhaps of all ideas to account for the earlier pattern of Exodus
evidence, the simplest and best explanation is that the current
construction of Egypt's timeline is faulty and needs to be
significantly shifted. However, it's hard to change ideas once
they become established. The traditional views of scholarship are
strong. Too many people have invested interests in maintaining
what has been set up.

How did these ideas originate In the first
place?
To investigate this question, I needed to go back to the beginnings
of modern Egyptology, when the chronology of ancient Egypt was
first determined by scholars. What I would learn next would only
deepen my doubts about the accuracy of Egypt's dating. Instead
of jumping to the conclusion that the Exodus never happened,
why not consider the possibility that the Ramesses reference was
simply a geographical locator and not meant for chronological
purposes? If this word Ramesses is an anachronism, then it can't
be used to date the original events of the Exodus. However, the
reference in I Kings 6:1, that the Exodus happened exactly 480
years before the building of the Temple, is clearly a chronological
reference. And the fact that it's a time marker is very significant.
It means that the Biblical date of the Exodus would move to a
position about 200 years earlier than Ramesses, to a time around
1450 BC.

Conclusion
For me, it's been a 12 —year journey that at first challenged me
with great doubts. I've met a number of amazing people and have
explored places I never dreamed of visiting. Today I can say it's
been worth the effort. I have answered some questions, but there
is still so much more to explore.
I'm not an Egyptologist; I'm a filmmaker. And I'm not endorsing
any one particular dating theory out there. I'm just searching for
the truth. Because isn't that what the pursuit of both science and
faith should be — a search for the truth? •
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The film: On a January evening in 2015, major theatres throughout America
sold out or were filled to near capacity as tens of thousands of people gathered
to see the feature documentary Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus.
The positive reaction was overwhelming:
•

"The best money I have ever spent on a movie... it's a masterful, balanced
work. 'thank you," - C. Williams
"1 didn't need proof. But I got proof. Awesome, just
awesome." - S. Moore
his movie took my breath away...] thought about
it for days." - L. Campbell
The book: While many books become movies, this
is a book that was birthed from a film. In these
pages Mahoney greatly expands the number and
depth of interviews seen in the film. He shares
further perspectives about evidence that has been
overlooked for decades and that some have called
a game changer in supporting the credibility of the
Exodus story.
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What is the validity of history found in the Bible? Is it fact or fiction? What does the hard evidence really have to
say about one of the foundational stories of the Old Testament: the Exodus out of Egypt? An in-depth investigation
by author and documentary filmmaker Timothy Mahoney searches for answers to these questions amid startling
new finds that may change traditional views of history and the Bible.

if
ne of the biggest mysteries of the ancient world is the
question of whether the historical events recorded
in the Bible actually happened. The stakes of this
question are extremely high because today's world is so connected
to the Bible. In fact, the Bible may have been the greatest single
influence to shape Western civilization. For more than 1500 years,
the West accepted the truth of the biblical accounts. Presently,
these accounts form the foundations of faith for hundreds of
millions of Christians and Jews worldwide. If these events never
happened, are those religions based on a gigantic lie?
Many of today's tensions in the Middle East are connected to the
Bible. The opposing camps in the culture wars can be defined,
in large measure, by their views of what the Bible is - and what
it means. When issues relating to biblical history come up, they
automatically qualify as controversial - and the unveiling of
new archaeological finds related to the Bible are met with an
atmosphere of explosive apprehension.
The story of the Exodus has become particularly controversial.
For more than 50 years, the vast majority of the world's most
prominent archaeologists and historians have maintained that
there is no hard evidence to support the Exodus story. In October
of 1999, the prominent Israeli archaeologist Ze'ev Herzog wrote
in lia'aretz Magazine, "This is what archaeologists have learned
from their excavations in the Land of Israel: the Israelites were
never in Egypt, did not wander in the desert, did not conquer the
land in a military campaign and did not pass it on to the 12 tribes
of Israel."

Why was a Semitic ruler (with a multicolored coat) given an Egyptian pyramid
tomb? Could this be Joseph?

America by Newsweek Magazine, "The Exodus certainly didn't
happen the way the Bible depicted it, assuming that it was a
historical event in any description."
This is a dramatic shift from attitudes of just a century ago. In the
Nineteenth and early Twentieth centuries, European pioneers of
archaeology came to the Near East with a shovel in one hand and
a Bible in the other. At first, their discoveries seemed to be very
supportive of the Bible. However, over the years, new findings and
more exacting practices determined that the dates for many of the
finds were actually from periods outside the biblical timeframe.
In their zeal to prove their faith, it appeared that the previous
generation had jumped to their conclusions prematurely.
A Christian, with a deep faith passed on by his mother, author
and filmmaker Timothy Mahoney begins with the question, "Is
the Bible just a myth, or did the archaeologists get it wrong?" He
decides to tackle this issue with a deliberate scientific approach.
After examining the details in the biblical text, he journeys across

"The story of the Exodus has
become particularly controversial..."
The case against the Exodus appears to be so strong that even some
religious leaders are labeling it as historical fiction. According
to Rabbi David Wolpe, named the most influential rabbi in

the globe to search for patterns of evidence firsthand. The result
is the most in-depth archaeological investigation into the Exodus
from Egypt ever captured on film.

A Brief Overview of the Exodus Story
The Exodus is one of the most important and foundational stories
in the Bible. From the twelfth chapter of Genesis onward, this
early history of the people of Israel occupies the first six books
of the Bible, and establishes the basis for every book that follows.
These stories are about a family of shepherds, Jacob and his 12
sons who were descendants of Abraham. Jacob's name would be
changed to Israel, and that is why his descendants were called the
"Children of Israel" or "Israelites".
Joseph, the great-grandson of Abraham, was sold by his jealous
brothers to slave traders who took him to Egypt. There in an
extraordinary turn of events, he helped the people of that land
prepare for a coming famine by interpreting the dreams of
Pharaoh. Because of his insight, which he credited to God, Joseph
was made ruler over all of Egypt. Over time, the descendants of
this family grew so numerous that they threatened the Egyptians.
Consequently, they were enslaved by a new pharaoh who did not
remember Joseph, and for generations they toiled.

Timothy Mahoney investigating the links
between Egypt and the Bible

The Bible next describes how God miraculously parted the waters
and created a pathway for the children of Israel to escape through
sea on dry ground. As the Egyptians followed, God destroyed
their entire army.

"All six events were
found, and harmonised
archaeological evidence
with Biblical claims."

The story in the Bible continues by telling how God led Moses
and the Israelites across the desert to a mountain where he met
them and gave them commandments to live by. At that mountain
God also established a Covenant (a formal promise) with Moses
and the Israelites to make them his people and to lead them to the
Promised Land. Despite God's promise, the Israelites were afraid
of the inhabitants of the land, so they wondered in the desert for
40 years until that generation died. This left the next generation,
led by Joshua, to enter and conquer the Promised Land of
Canaan. This Promised Land would become known around the
world as the Holy Land, and at its centre resides the ancient city of
Jerusalem, which means "City of Peace". Ironically, for thousands
of years this city has known little peace.

ASKING THE BIG QUESTION
Did the Exodus out of Egypt really happen?

THE 6 MAJOR EVENTS

It has been criticised that no single theory completely harmonises
archaeological evidence with Biblical claims. Time played a
fundamental role into the investigation. The current academic
world has one major assumption, and that is that if the Exodus
happened, it had to of happened during the times of Rameses
the Second, but when anyone has looked into that time period,
the evidence does not support the Exodus story. So something
is wrong. Either it's the Bible, or the idea that Rameses is the
pharaoh of the Exodus or a number of other possibilities. That is
why many believe that the Bible's early history is mythical.

(with a brief outline of the Evidence)
Arrival (Gen 37:36)
Palace at Avaris with twelve tombs, one of which
was a pyramid tomb for a Semite official
wearing a multicoloured cloak.

Multiplication (Ex 1:6)

We asked ourselves, is there a pattern of evidence at any time in
the archaeology of Egypt and Israel that matches the events of the
Exodus and the Conquest as recorded in the Bible? We decided to
let the Holy Bible speak for itself. The methodology was simple
yet what many would say is brilliant.
All six of these had to be in the right sequence and in the right
time span in order for them to qualify as potential evidence of the
Exodus event.

Rapid expansion of Semite population in Avaris
during the Middle Kingdom.
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Slavery (Ex 1:10)
Malnutrition and earlier deaths. The Brooklyn
Papyrus - slave lists from a southern Egyptian
estate with many Hebrew names.

Previously other theories for a possible Exodus were based on one
or two connecting points but failed to have all six major events in
sync with their idea. Any successful theory needs to fulfil all of
the criteria.

Judgement (Ex 2:24)

One of the obstacles early on to understanding this problem, as
I have mentioned, was being chained to the idea that Rameses II
must have been Pharaoh of the Exodus. However once we were
freed of that notion, we could look anywhere in Egypt's past.

Egyptian text by Ipuwer from the Middle
Kingdom corresponding to the ten plagues.
Grave pits filled with bodies hastily buried
without ceremony.

Did we find all six events in the correct sequence during any time
in the history of Egypt and Canaan?

Exodus (Ex 12:37)

The simple answer is - yes! This approach has harmonised
archaeological evidence with Biblical claims.

Sudden abandonment of Avaris and Semitic
slave population at Kahum. Ipuwer describes
the stripping of Egypt (Ex 12:35-36) by the
Israelites: "People are stripped of clothes...
the slave takes what he finds...all precious
stones are strung on the necks of the female slaves"
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Conquest (Josh 3:17)
Remains of a city at Jericho with high
fortifications walls that fell.
The city was burnt after the wall fell.
A standing stone at Shecham (Josh 24:26-27).

The Biblical account says that at this time God chose a man named
Moses to deliver the children of Israel out of their bondage. Moses
commanded Pharaoh to let the people go, but Pharaoh refused.
God then instructed Moses to confront Pharaoh with a series
of plagues. After the tenth plague Pharaoh finally let his slave
force go, but later changed his mind and pursued Moses and the
Israelites with his army, trapping them at the sea.

1000s
The Wall of Time showing six. major steps of biblical history.

